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29. Juli 2026 

Global: Extreme heat exposes deadly 
collision of climate change, corporate 

greed and political failure as rights burn 
 
Responding to extreme heat related weather events around the globe, including widespread 
wildfires, drought and floods, Marta Schaaf, Programme Director for Climate, ESJ and 
Corporate Accountability at Amnesty International said: 
 
“Extreme heat is not just a weather event. This heat is political. It is where climate change 
driven by corporate greed and political failure collides with people’s rights, lives and livelihoods. 
It is a human rights emergency that threatens the rights to life, health, housing, water and 

 

 

Presseerklärung 



 UA HRD Seite 2 
 

sanitation, food, education, and a healthy environment. Extreme heat is not a stand-alone 
disaster. It’s a multiplier of human rights harm. While many governments and corporate actors 
roll back their climate action, an increasing number of people worldwide experience life altering 
– and in too many cases, life ending – climate change driven extreme events. 
 
“Heatwaves can kill directly, and they also fuel wildfires, worsen air pollution, dry out land and 
disrupt rainfall patterns, deepening drought in some places and making floods more dangerous 
elsewhere. These harms are being made worse by authoritarian tactics that attack climate 
science, restrict protest, spread climate disinformation and shield powerful fossil fuel interests 
from accountability. 
 
“Governments must protect people now through adaptation and climate-resilient public services 
including early warning systems, safe housing, access to water, and heat protections. But they 
must also confront the root cause of this escalating crisis. Thanks in part to generous public 
subsidies and support from allies in government, fossil fuel companies continue to profit while 
communities are left to pay the costs of the damage the fossil fuel industry helped cause. States 
must make polluters pay, defend climate science and civic space, and deliver a full, fast, fair 
and funded phase-out of fossil fuels that leaves no one behind.” 
 

Background 
 
The number of people exposed to extreme heat is growing exponentially due to climate change 
in all world regions, according to the World Health Organization. As average temperatures rise 
due to climate change, the risk of extreme temperatures, heat waves, wildfires and record-
breaking temperatures increases. 
 
Extreme heatwaves have been reported this month in US, Tunisia, Middle East, Türkiye and 
Bangladesh while more than half of England is officially in drought. High heat related death tolls 
have been reported this year globally while widespread wildfires currently rage across Europe, 
North Africa and Canada. 
 

Links 
 
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-heat-and-health 
 
https://www.eco-business.com/news/extreme-heat-takes-toll-on-dhakas-informal-workers/ 
 
https://desapublications.un.org/publications/world-urbanization-prospects-2025-summary-
results 
 
https://www.peoplescourageinternational.org/pdfs/HotCitiesReport.pdf 
 
https://www.eco-business.com/news/no-trees-no-birds-no-shade-a-sit-in-for-dhakas-last-parks/ 
 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2025/09/16/bangladesh-faces-health-and-
economic-risks-from-rising-temperature-world-bank 
 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S266659212500006X 
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https://www.thelancet.com/article/S0140-6736(21)01208-3/fulltext 
 
https://bbs.gov.bd/pages/static-pages/6922e02b933eb65569e25d04 
 
https://www.rki.de/DE/Themen/Gesundheit-und-Gesellschaft/Gesundheitliche-Einflussfaktoren-
A-Z/H/Hitze/gesundheitliche-auswirkungen-hitze-node.html 
 
 

https://www.thelancet.com/article/S0140-6736(21)01208-3/fulltext
https://bbs.gov.bd/pages/static-pages/6922e02b933eb65569e25d04
https://www.rki.de/DE/Themen/Gesundheit-und-Gesellschaft/Gesundheitliche-Einflussfaktoren-A-Z/H/Hitze/gesundheitliche-auswirkungen-hitze-node.html
https://www.rki.de/DE/Themen/Gesundheit-und-Gesellschaft/Gesundheitliche-Einflussfaktoren-A-Z/H/Hitze/gesundheitliche-auswirkungen-hitze-node.html

