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CARTOONIST TORTURED, 
WRITER DIES IN JAIL 

 

Bangladesh 
 

Cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishore and writer Mushtaq Ahmed were detained in May 
2020 for posting on Facebook satirical cartoons and comments critical of the 
Bangladeshi government’s response to COVID-19 pandemic. Denied bail six times, 
Mushtaq Ahmed died in prison on 25 February 2021. Released on bail, a week after 
Mushtaq’s death, Ahmed Kabir Kishore has suffered injuries allegedly caused by 
incidents of torture while in custody. Charged under Bangladesh’s draconian Digital 
Security Act, Ahmed Kabir Kishore and nine others in the same case could face up to 
10 years in prison solely for peacefully exercising their right to freedom of expression, 
if convicted. 
 
TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

Prime Minister Shiekh Hasina 
Prime Minister’s Office 
Old Sangsad Bhaban 
Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215 

Bangladesh 
Email: ps1topm@pmo.gov.bd; 

 Cc: gowher.rizvi@pmo.gov.bd    

 
Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
 
I am gravely concerned about the allegations of torture of cartoonist Ahmed Kabir Kishore and writer 
Mushtaq Ahmed who had been held in pretrial detention for nine months since May 2020 for posting 
satirical cartoons and comments critical of your government on social media. 
 
Mushtaq Ahmed died in prison on 25 February 2021. A week later, on 4 March, Ahmed Kabir Kishore 
was released on bail for six months only. The cartoonist told Amnesty International that they both 
were tortured while in custody of one or more state security agencies before their arrest was officially 
recorded on 5 May 2021. 
 
In addition to no longer being able to hear on his right ear, Ahmed Kabir Kishore also has difficulty 
walking due to pain in his left knee and ankle which shows the urgent need of proper medical 
attention to him.  
 

 

EILAKTION 
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Charged under Bangladesh’s draconian Digital Security Act, Ahmed Kabir Kishore and nine others in 
the same case could face up to 10 years in prison solely for peacefully exercising their right to 
freedom of expression, if convicted.  

 
Drawing cartoons and posting criticisms online aren’t crime. Under international human rights law 
including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Bangladesh is a state 
party, “the value placed upon uninhibited expression is particularly high”. No one should have to die 
solely for exercising their right to freedom of expression.  

 
I urge your government to: 
 

• Immediately and unconditionally drop all charges against Ahmed Kabir Kishore and all 
those accused or detained solely for peacefully exercising their right to freedom of 
expression; 
 

• Promptly, thoroughly, impartially, independently and transparently investigate the death in 
prison of Mushtaq Ahmed, allegation of torture of Ahmed Kabir Kishore and bring the 
perpetrators to justice; 

 

• Repeal the Digital Security Act unless it can be amended in line with international human 
rights law including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which 
Bangladesh is a state party. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Ahmed Kabir Kishore, 46, a prominent Bangladeshi cartoonist told Amnesty International 
that he was severely tortured from 2 to 5 May 2020 in custody of one or more state 
security agencies prior to his arrest being officially recorded. On 5 May 2020 unit 3 of the 
Rapid Action Battalion or RAB-3 officially recorded his arrest along with Mushtaq Ahmed, 
53, a Bangladeshi writer for posting on Facebook satirical cartoons and comments critical 
of the Bangladeshi government’s response to COVID-19 pandemic and ruling political 
party leaders under the country’s draconian Digital Security Act. The two had been held in 
pretrial detention for nine months. Since May 2020, they have been denied bail at least six 
times. 
 
Mushtaq Ahmed died in prison on 25 February 2021. Protests erupted in Dhaka after his 
death demanding justice for Mushtaq Ahmed and release of Ahmed Kabir Kishore along 
with the repeal of the draconian Digital Security Act. Bangladesh’s High Court granted 
Ahmed Kabir Kishore bail for only six months on 3 March 2021. Authorities released 
Ahmed Kabir Kishore, a week after Mushtaq Ahmed died. 
The cartoonist said that when Mushtaq Ahmed and he were brought to the RAB-3 station 
in Khilgaon, Dhaka, he discovered that Mushtaq Ahmed too was tortured in custody of 
state security agencies. The Rapid Action Battalion’s spokesperson Lt Col Ashiq Billah 
rejected the allegations saying to a local media that “an aggrieved person can say 
anything.” 
 
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet has called on the 
Government of Bangladesh to ensure that the investigation into his death in custody is 
prompt, transparent and independent. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/26/anger-in-bangladesh-over-prominent-writers-death-in-prison
https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/scars-torture-all-over-him-2055265
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086002
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086002
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Ahmed Kabir Kishore is an insulin-dependent diabetic patient. He suffered from severely 
high levels of blood sugar between 18 and 30 millimoles per litre during his incarceration. 
He bled through his right ear during the torture and, as a result, cannot hear anything with 
right ear. In addition, he has since experienced severe pain in his left knee and ankle and 
has difficulty walking now. He requires urgent and proper medical attention. 
 
Mushtaq Ahmed’s death in prison is the “effect of the authority’s cruel practice of 
prolonging detention of people” said Amnesty International. The United Nations Human 
Rights Committee has observed that the “harassment, intimidation or stigmatization of a 
person, including arrest, detention, trial or imprisonment for reasons of the opinions they 
may hold, constitutes a violation of article 19, paragraph 1.” 
 
The Committee further observed, “the mere fact that forms of expression are considered to 
be insulting to a public figure is not sufficient to justify the imposition of penalties. The 
Committee has expressed concern regarding “laws on such matters as…disrespect for 
authority, disrespect for flags and symbols, defamation of the head of state and the 
protection of the honour of public officials, and laws should not provide for more severe 
penalties solely on the basis of the identity of the person that may have been impugned. 
States parties should not prohibit criticism of institutions, such as the army or the 
administration.” 
 
Nine others have been accused in the same case for publishing “false information” and 
“propaganda against the liberation war, the spirit of liberation war, father of the nation”, 
which could “deteriorate law and order” by “supporting or organizing crime” under sections 
21, 25, 31 and 35 of Bangladesh’s draconian Digital Security Act. If convicted, they could 
face up to 10 years in prison with fines up to 10 million Bangladeshi takas. 
Gower Rizvi, international affairs adviser to Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
said in an interview to the Deutsche Welle on 11 February 2021 that the Digital Security 
Act is open to abuse. “Sadly, we have now learnt that some of the wordings are very loose 
and vague, which leaves it open to its abuse,” he said. 
 
Amnesty International has repeatedly called on Bangladesh’s government to repeal the 
Digital Security Act unless it can be amended in compliance with international human 
rights law including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
 
PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English or Bangla 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 8 May 2021  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Ahmed Kabir Kishore (he/him/his) 

 
KOPIE bitte an 
 
BOTSCHAFT DER VOLKSREPUBLIK BANGLADESCH 

S. E. Herrn Imtiaz Ahmed 

Kaiserin-Augusta-Allee 111, 10553 Berlin 

Fax: 030–39 89 75 10 

E-Mail: info@bangladeshembassy.de  

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/26/anger-in-bangladesh-over-prominent-writers-death-in-prison
https://t.co/KVy0WqN66O?amp=1
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